[Date]

[Name and address of recipient] 

RE:
[legislation / policy issue / funding decision]

Dear:  

I am writing on behalf of [name of organization/constituency], which is [describe your organization/constituency, including where it is based and where it operates, who you represent, etc.].

I write to [express my concern about/express my support for] [policy/legislation/funding decision/etc].  This proposed [policy/legislation/funding] is critical to effective care and treatment for persons living with HIV/AIDS, and I urge you to [whatever action is sought].

Stable housing is essential for individuals with HIV/AIDS to achieve good medical outcomes and to prevent HIV transmission.  Research has confirmed what those of us who work in the field have known for decades: there are strong correlations between improved housing status and reduced HIV risk, improved access to medical care, and better health outcomes.  Improved housing status consequently leads to significant cost savings.

Data collected by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has documented the connection between stable housing and improved health outcomes for persons with HIV/AIDS.   Lack of housing is a barrier to care, while improved housing status increases access to treatment and adherence to life-sustaining anti-retroviral treatments.  Additional data supporting this connection were presented at HIV/AIDS and Housing Research Summits convened in 2005 and 2006 by the National AIDS Housing Coalition.  For example, research by the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia University shows that homeless persons with HIV/AIDS who receive housing assistance are almost four times more likely to enter into medical care than those who receive case management only, and twice as likely to receive appropriate, continuing care.  Homeless and unstably housed persons with HIV/AIDS whose housing improved over time were found to be six times more likely to be receiving anti-retroviral treatments as those who remained homeless or unstably housed.  
Lack of affordable housing and severe rent burdens are serious and worsening problems for low-income residents in virtually every community across the country, and this housing crisis exerts particular pressures on persons living with HIV/AIDS.  Nationally, according to Harvard University’s Joint Center for Housing Studies, nearly half of low-income households pay more than 50% of their incomes for housing.  In [your community], housing costs have spiraled, resulting in a deficit of more than [XX] units of affordable housing for extremely low-income persons, including those living with the debilitating and impoverishing effects of HIV/AIDS.  [XX] percent of extremely low-income households are severely rent-burdened, paying more than 50% of their incomes for housing.  [or insert whatever data you have on the housing crisis in your community: if data are not available, see http://www.nlihc.org/oor/oor2006/?CFID=13774990&CFTOKEN=53647738 for the National Low Income Housing Coalition’s “Out of Reach” study, which provides a “housing wage” for all U.S. jurisdictions]  Stable, safe, and affordable housing options are simply unavailable for many low-income persons with HIV/AIDS.  Currently, in [your community] [XX] people with HIV/AIDS are homeless or unstably housed and in urgent need of housing assistance. 

The proposed [policy/legislation/funding] would have a significant impact on people with HIV/AIDS by [describe specific impact:  funding; eligibility, etc.].  [If appropriate, include discussion of housing implications of specific policy change/proposal, with reference to the research findings described above.]

I urge you to [requested action].  

Thank you for your attention to my concerns, and I look forward to working with you to ensure stable housing and effective care and treatment for people living with HIV/AIDS.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at [phone and email] if you would like further information about the important findings that I have described above, or the work of [your organization].






Sincerely,

