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No Growth Proposed for HIV/AIDS Housing  
for FY2010 

 
Washington, D.C.  May 7, 2009- The National AIDS Housing Coalition (NAHC) 
is concerned that the President’s FY2010 budget proposes flat funding of $310 
million for the Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS program (HOPWA).  
Though the proposal represents a $10 million increase over the Bush 
Administration request last year, the President’s proposal would fund HOPWA at 
the FY2009 enacted level included in the Omnibus Appropriations bill.  
 
HOPWA is a well-managed, cost-effective program that provides housing central 
to the ability of people with HIV/AIDS to manage their illness.  As powerful 
research documents, the access to affordable and stable housing continues to have a 
vital role in improving health outcomes through treatment adherence, avoiding 
homelessness and reducing high risk behaviors that can transmit HIV.  “While the 
proposed level of funding will help address the need for those currently being 
assisted, it offers little hope to the many, many people in communities across the 
country waiting for housing assistance”, said NAHC Executive Director Nancy 
Bernstine. “As housing costs increase, the President’s proposal, in fact, represents a 
reduction as communities would be forced to stretch existing resources over the 
131 existing HOPWA formula jurisdictions and the new ones becoming eligible 
this year.” 
 
“The White House has heard clearly and directly from people with HIV that stable, 
affordable housing is one of their greatest unmet needs and has a direct impact on 
their health outcomes. The Administration’s National AIDS Strategy must break 
with the past and fully integrate housing access into its comprehensive HIV health 
care plan”, says NAHC board president Shawn Lang, Director of Public Policy for 
the Connecticut AIDS Resource Coalition. “At time when there are 56.300 new 
HIV infections in the US each year which clearly demonstrates a greater need, flat 
funding HOPWA at $310 million is a very hard thing to swallow.  Housing for 
people with HIV/AIDS remains the lynchpin around which prevention and care 
revolves.” 
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